Summer Assignment for All Seniors in HL Literature, SL/HL Language and
Literature, and SL Literature and Performance
DUE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL: Wednesday, September 4th ( 50 POINTS on
time-38 POINTS IF LATE )
Please read over the following packet and bring in two thoroughly revised drafts of your college essay on the
first day of school. Make sure you focus on one particular story, moment, memory, or lesson. Read the
samples included and explore the links on your teacher’s website. Use concrete detail, be specific, and above
all, be yourself.
2019-2020 Common Application Essay Prompts (CHOOSE ONE) 650 words maximum
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their
application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story. [No change]
2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time
when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the
experience? [Revised]
3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking?
What was the outcome? [Revised]
4. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a
research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its
significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. [No change]
5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new
understanding of yourself or others. [Revised]
6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it
captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more? [New]
7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to a
different prompt, or one of your own design. [New]
Tackling the Common App Essay Prompts (Tips from Princetonreview.com)
Prompt #1: Share your story.
Answer this prompt by reflecting on a hobby, facet of your personality, or experience that is genuinely
meaningful and unique to you. Admissions officers want to feel connected to you and an honest, personal
statement about who you are draws them in. Your love of superheroes, baking chops, or family history are all
fair game if you can tie it back to who you are or what you believe in. Avoid a rehash of the accomplishments
on your https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/high-school-resumeand choose something that
the admissions committee will not discover when reading the rest of your application.
Prompt #2: Learning from obstacles.
You're trying to show colleges your best self, so it might seem counterintuitive to willingly acknowledge a
time you struggled. But overcoming challenges demonstrates courage, grit, and perseverance! That’s why the
last piece of this prompt is essential. The obstacle you write about can be large or small, but you must show

the admissions committee how your perspective changed as a result.
Prompt #3: Challenging a belief.
Your answer to this question could focus on a time you stood up to others or an experience when your own
preconceived view was challenged. Choose this prompt if you have a relevant—and specific!—experience to
recount (and reflect on). A vague essay about a hot button issue doesn’t tell the admissions committee
anything useful about YOU.
Prompt #4: Solving a problem.
This essay is designed to get at the heart of how you think and what makes you tick. Present a situation or
quandary and show steps toward the solution. Admissions officers want insight into your thought process
and the issues you grapple with, so explain how you became aware of the dilemma and how you tackled
solving it. Don’t forget to explain why the problem is important to you!
Prompt #5: Personal growth.
Just like Prompt #2, the accomplishment or event you write about can be anything from a major milestone to
a smaller "aha" moment. Describe the event or accomplishment that shaped you but take care to also show
what you learned or how you changed. Colleges are looking for a sense of maturity and introspection—
pinpoint the transformation and demonstrate your personal growth.
Prompt #6: What captivates you?
This prompt is an invitation to write about something you care about. (So avoid the pitfall of writing about
what you think will impress the admission office versus what truly matters to you). Colleges are looking for
curious students, who are thoughtful about the world around them. The "what or who do you turn to when
you want to learn more” bit isn't an afterthought—it's a key piece of the prompt. Make sure you explain how
you pursue your interest, as well.
Prompt #7: Topic of your choice.
This question might be for you if you have a dynamo personal essay from English class to share or were really
inspired by a question from another college’s application. You can even write your own question! Whatever
topic you land on, the essentials of a standout college essay still stand: 1.) Show the admissions committee
who you are https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/college-applications-beyond-test-scores-andgpa and 2.) Dig into your topic by asking yourself how and why. There isn’t a prompt to guide you, so you
must ask yourself the questions that will get at the heart of the story you want to tell.

Ten Do's and Don'ts for Your College Admissions Essay
The Do's
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Unite your essay and give it direction with a theme or thesis. The thesis is the main point you want to communicate.
Before you begin writing, choose what you want to discuss and the order in which you want to discuss it.
Use concrete examples from your life experience to support your thesis and distinguish yourself from other applicants.
Write about what interests you, excites you. That's what the admissions staff wants to read.
Start your essay with an attention-grabbing lead--an anecdote, quote, question, or engaging description of a scene.
End your essay with a conclusion that refers back to the lead and restates your thesis.
Revise your essay at least three times.
In addition to your editing, ask someone else to critique your essay for you.
Proofread your essay by reading it out loud or reading it into a tape recorder and playing back the tape.
Write clearly, succinctly.

The Don'ts

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Don't include information that doesn't support your thesis.
Don't start your essay with "I was born in...," or "My parents came from..."
Don't write an autobiography, itinerary, or résumé in prose.
Don't try to be a clown (but gentle humor is OK).
Don't be afraid to start over if the essay just isn't working or doesn't answer the essay question.
Don't try to impress your reader with your vocabulary.
Don't rely exclusively on your computer to check your spelling.
Don't provide a collection of generic statements and platitudes.
Don't give mealy-mouthed, weak excuses for your GPA or SAT scores.
Don't make things up.

Ten Tips for Better Writing
1. Express yourself in positive language. Say what is, not what is not.
2. Use transitions between paragraphs. Transitions tie one paragraph to the next.

•
•

A transition can be a word, like later, furthermore, additionally, or moreover; a phrase like After this incident...; or an entire
sentence.
If you are writing about Topic A and now want to discuss Topic B, you can begin the new paragraph with a transition such
as "Like (or unlike) Topic A, Topic B..."

3. Vary your sentence structure. It's boring to see subject, verb, object all the time. Mix simple, complex, and compound sentences.
4. Understand the words you write. You write to communicate, not to impress the admissions staff with your vocabulary. When you
choose a word that means something other than what you intend, you neither communicate nor impress. You do convey the wrong
message or convince the admissions officer that you are inarticulate.
5. Look up synonyms in a thesaurus when you use the same word repeatedly. After the DELETE key, the thesaurus is your best
friend. As long as you follow Tip 4, using one will make your writing more interesting.
6. Be succinct. Compare:

•
•

During tenth and eleventh grades, there was significant development of my maturity and markedly improved selfdiscipline towards homework.
During my sophomore and junior years, I matured and my self-discipline improved tremendously.
The first example takes many more words to give the same information. The admissions
officers are swamped; they do not want to spend more time than necessary reading your
essay. Say what you have to say in as few words as possible. Tips 7, 8, and 9 will help you
to implement this suggestion.

7. Make every word count. Do not repeat yourself. Each sentence and every word should state something new.
8. Avoid qualifiers such as rather, quite, somewhat, probably, possibly, etc.

•

You might improve your writing somewhat if you sometimes try to follow this suggestion.
The example contains nonsense. Deleting unnecessary qualifiers will strengthen your
writing 1000%. Equivocating reveals a lack of confidence. If you do not believe what you
write, why should the admissions officer?

9. Use the active voice. Compare:

•
•

The application was sent by the student. (Passive voice)
The student sent the application. (Active voice)

They both communicate the same information. The active voice, however, is more concise; it specifies who is
performing the action and what is the object. The passive voice is wordier and frequently less clear.

Examples 1 and 2 follow:

