
An Overview  

2012  



 òNever assume the 
obvious is true.ó 

 
                                               William Safire  





 

              Inquirers  
                                                    Knowledgeable  
                                Thinkers  
                                                                

Communicators  
                               Principled  
                                                         Open - minded  
 Caring  
                                    Risk- takers  
                                                                                

Balanced 
                                                   Reflective  



   In TOK, no one is going to persuade you to 
give up your opinions your already hold in 
favor of others.  But this course is designed 
to make you think.  And if you do think, this 
may mean that you could  change your mind 
about some things you now believe that think 
you know.  

   

   This could hurt.  



}Required of all IB Diploma Candidates  

}Some schools choose to offer class to non - IB 
Diploma candidates  

}Taught over 2 years (100 - hour minimum)  

}IBO assigns TOK grade based upon 2 graded 
components:  òPrescribed Titleó essay and 
formal, in - class presentation.  There is no 
written examination.  

}Elective credit:  not attached to any one 
subject area.  

 

 



}Students experience both TOK and their DP 
subjects, so it is advisable that the teachers of 
have some idea of what the others are doing.  
There can be reciprocal gains from shared 
understandings.  As well as making connections 
with TOK questions (òknowledge issuesó) as they 
work through their own courses, subject teachers 
may suggest some theoretical concerns that 
could be taken further in the TOK 
classroomé.Conversely, TOK teachers will often 
seek to ground discussion of knowledge issues 
in actual examples taken from studentsõ 
experience elsewhere in the Diploma Programme . 



}Emotion : Can feelings have a rational basis?  

}Reason:  What constitutes ôgood reasonõ and 
good argumentsõ?  

}Perception :   If human beings are sensitive 

only to certain ranges of stimuli, what  
consequences, including limitations, might this 
have for the acquisition of knowledge?  òThere is 
more to seeing than meets the eyeball.ó 

}Language :  òWords are more powerful and 
treacherous than we think.ó   (J- P Sarte) 

 



}Mathematics  

}Natural Sciences  

}Human Sciences  

}History  

}The Arts  

}Ethics  



What does calling mathematics a language mean?  
 
What is the significance of proof in mathematical 

thought?  
 
Is mathematical proof certain?  
 
If math did not exist, what difference would it 

make? 
 
Why do many mathematicians consider their work 

to be an art form?  



}What is the role of creativity in the sciences?  
 
}What knowledge, if any, will always remain 

beyond the capabilities of science to 
investigate or verify?  

 
}What could be meant by òI have been 

steeped in science all my life, now I am 
ready to pray?ó   (Stephen Hawking) 



}What kinds of explanations do human scientists 
offer?  

 

}How might the language used in polls, 
questionnaires, etc. influence the conclusions 
reached? 

 

} In what ways might the beliefs and interests of 
human scientists influence their conclusions?  



}What are the implications of Henry Millerõs 
claim that òThe history of the world is the 
history of a privileged few?ó 

}How far can we speak with certainty about 
anything in the past?  

}Why study history?  
}If truth is difficult to prove in history, does 

it follow that all versions are equally 
acceptable?  

}Are value judgments a fault in the writing of 
history?  



}òLet us go then, hand in hand ð the poet, 
the novelist or the dramaturgist  in his own 
stratosphere of the inspired imagination 
and the commitment to sheer beauty; the 
historian  crawling, earthbound, among his 
dusty records, like a bird without wings, but 
also a searcher for the truth, and 
sometimes the discoverer of it.  Both are 
committed to the task of helping 
contemporary man to see himselfé.ó 



 
}Are the arts a kind of knowledge, or are 

they a means of expressing knowledge?  
 
}What is ògood artó and òbad artó? 
 
}What is the purpose of art?  
 
}Is there anything in art that can be 

universally considered beautiful?  

FOR MORE INFO... 



}Essay:  1200 ð 1660 words on one of ten 
òprescribed titlesó (40 points); externally 
assessed by examiners around the world.  

 
}Formal Presentation :  20 - minute 

presentation in any form on an original, 
òTOK-relatedó topic; assessed in class by 
the teacher and by self - evaluation.  (20 
points)  
 

}Final grade determined by IBO (A ð E) 



                             Films:   
}My Dinner with Andre  
}Contact  
}The Waking Life  
} Inherit the Wind  
}The Fog of War  
}What the *&?@! Do I Know?  
}Born Into Brothels  
}The Great White Hope  
} Inherit the Wind  
}Enron:  The Smartest Guys in the Room  
}A Beautiful Mind  
}Mr. Death:  The Rise and Fall of Fred Leuchter , 

Jr. 
 



                        Books and Essays:  
A Problem from Hell:  American and Age of Genocide  (Power)  

This is Your Brain on Music  ( Levitin ) 

Einsteinõs Dreams   (Lightman ) 

The Invisible Gorilla and Other Ways Our Intuitions Deceive Us   

Manõs Search for Meaning     (Frankl ) 

Proofiness :  The Dark Side of Mathematical Deception  ( Seife) 

War is a Force that Gives Us Meaning  (Hedges)  

The Trial and Death of Socrates     (Plato)  

Evil:  An Investigation   (Morrow)  

Why People Believe Weird Things    ( Shermer ) 

Man is the Measure  (Abel)  

The Lives of a Cell    (Thomas)  

Doubt:  A History   (Hecht)  

 

 



} òThe Older and Wiser Hypothesisó  (Hall) 

} The Banality of Heroismó  from:  Greater Good 

} The Moral Landscape (How Science can Determine Human 
Values (Harris)  

} The Lucifer Effect  ( Zimbardo ) 

} Half the Sky:  Turning Oppression into Opportunity for 
Women Worldwide   ( Kristoff  and WuDunn ) 

} Sex, Sleep, Eat, Drink, Dream  (Ackerman)  

} Science is Culture:  Conversations at the New Intersections of 
Science and Society  (Bly, ed.)  

} òFaulty Dictionó  (Orwell) 

} òEthics after Auschwitzó  (Roth) 

 



     ôThere are many different authorities, including 
academics, politicians global organizations and 
companies who make knowledge claims.  As an 
experienced TOK student, what criteria do you 
use to distinguish between knowledge, opinion 
and propaganda?õ 

 

    ôStatistics can be very helpful in providing a 
powerful interpretation of reality but also can be 
used to distort our understanding.  Discuss 
some of the ways in which statistics can be used 
or misused in different Areas of Knowledge to 
assist and mislead uséõ 



   òCompare and contrast 
knowing a friend to knowing 
how to swim, knowing a 
scientific theory and knowing 
a historical period.  What 
conclusion about the nature of 
knowledge can you reach?ó 
 

 



}òDo questions like òWhy should I 
be moral?ó or òWhy shouldnõt I be 
selfish?ó have definitive answers 
as do some questions in other 
Areas of Knowledge?  Does having 
a definitive answer make a 
question more or less important?ó 



}Student - generated TOK topic, format  

}20 - 25 minutes, in class  

}Teacher evaluation (IBO criteria), 
student written self - evaluation  

}Friends, family, students, teachers are 
invited to attend.  

 



1.  òThe Swastika and the Ethics of Censorshipó 

 

2.  òChiropractic:  Science or Pseudoscience? 
 

3.  òWhy does Art Evolve?ó 
 

4.  òCan Belief Without Evidence Constitute Truth?ó 

        (The Rowell Incidentó) 

 

5.  òJustifying Cultural Supemacyó 

 

6.  òThe Necessity of Empathyó 

 

7.  òThe Power of Media:  Simon Bikindi  and the Rwandan  

         Genocideó 

 

 



} Erik Black :  Political Writer, Minneapolis Star - Tribune  

} Dr. Stephen Feinstein : Director, U of Minnesota 
Department of Genocide/Holocaust Studies  

} Dr. Angela McArthur :  Assist. Director, U of M 
Anatomy Bequest Program  

} Cor Suijk :  Dutch friend and associate of Otto Frank, 
prisoner - of - war survivor, War Crimes trial 
interpreter  

} David Strom :  Director, Minnesota Taxpayerõs League 

}World Press Institute Fellows:  Macalester College  

} Katherine Kerstin : Star Tribune Columnist  

} Jim Beattie :  Professional boxer, fight film fight 
choreographer ( The Great White Hope ) 

} Dr. Michele Wagner :  U of M History Professor,  

   United Nations Observer in Rwanda  



*Results show that 91% of the respondents were positive about TOK.  

Commentaries of the questionnaires emphasized that TOK gave students 

confidence and the ability to use seminar/tutorials/discussions 

écombined with experience of tackling debate and complex issues.  

Many expressed enthusiasm for its encouragement of critical thinking.  

Another strength mentioned was that students acquired transferable skills 

and flexible attitudes as well as good management and communication 

skills.   

 

*from: ñPerceptions of the International Baccalaureate Programme:  A report of an 
inquiry carried out at UK universities of higher educationò  2003 



  Shall I teach you what knowledge is?  

When you know a thing, to recognize 

that you know it; and when you do not 

know a thing, to recognize that you do 

not know it. 

                             Confucius    





òWriting the EE is easy.  All you do is 
wait for drops of blood to drop from 
your forehead and suddenly youõre 

writing it.ó 

                                an IB Student  



}Studentsõ self- designed topics must fit into 
1 of 15 designated categories.  

}4,000 - word maximum  
}Each student must have a SW staff as EE 

Supervisor (3 ð 4 hours contact time).  
}Research/draft #1 done in summer)  
}Completed essay is due in January.  
}Essay is graded externally.  School does  
   NOT grade the essay.  (A ð E evaluation)  
 
 

 
 



}U.S Detention of Immigrants in Guantanamo and in 
the Palmer Raids:  Executive Powers and the 
Suspension of Human Rights Standards  

 
}A Study on How the Inspiratory  Impedance 

Threshold Device/Valve Can Improve 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation andd  Survival Rates 
of Those in Cardiac Arrest  

 
}Family Dynamics:  How Birth Order Affects 

Personality  
 
}The Influence of the Civil War on Walt Whitmanõs 

Poetry  



}Rosa Parks and Mukhtar  Mai and Their Affects on 
Human Rights in the United States and Pakistan  

}Mediaõs Influence on the Value Systems of 
Adolescent Girls in American Today  

}Limits of Industrial Agriculture:  Is Extending the 
Green Revolution a Viable Solution for World 
Hunger?  

}The Effect of Racism/Ethnic Division on 
Guatemalan Land Reform After the 1996 Peace 
Accords  

}The Beginnings of Hip - Hop:  The Affect of Social, 
Human, and Living Conditions in the South Bronx 
in the 1970s and 1980s  

             (Are you sufficiently humbled yet?)  



}SW CAS Coordinator:  Mr. Ed Roche.  
}40 - 40 - 60 hour breakdown during junior 

and senior years.  
}Journal/Portfolio required and due 3 rd  week 

of April in senior year.  
}Contains log, reflections of each activity 

and final self - evaluation.  
}Graded internally as òsatisfactoryó or 
òunsatisfactoryó by IB staff members. 

 



}Any class, activity or project which Is already part 

of the studentôs Diploma Program 

}An activity for which a student is personally 

rewarded either financially or with some other 

benefit (unless its benefit is passed on in full to a 

worthy cause). 


